Soundtrack Thematic Justification

1. Gallowbraid – “Autumn I”
a. Battle with Mrs. Dodds
b. An atmospheric black metal band does not always seem to fit into any sort of novel, but in this case its ethereal quality really helps to parse out both a feeling of hope and a feeling of ominous events to come.  The song’s simple acoustic line introduces an ominous feeling for the main character as he walks through the museum.  Gallowbraid’s use of a dual guitar harmony adds a layer of hope that is somewhat disrupted by what appears to be monks chanting.   Here, the battle begins.  The simple use of a flute signals victory for Percy and reinforces hope for Percy, but also reminds the viewer that many more suspenseful battles will follow in Riordan’s text, The Lightning Thief. 
2. Musk Ox – “Earthrise”
a. Montauk Reflections with Mom
b. Musk Ox’s use of strings perfectly encapsulates the bond that Percy and his mom share.  She is his world.  “Earthrise” allows the scene to unfold without any unnecessary lyrics or overtly sappy strings.  The song meanders a bit like his mother’s memories. Percy is unaware of his lineage at this point of the text, but they are drawn to the water.   They are drawn to the past.   They are drawn to one another.  The crescendo that builds in the second half of the song hints at the storm that brews on the horizon and suggests ominous events are near.
3. Wintersun – “Winter Madness Symphonic Cover”
a. Battle with Minotaur
b. Wintersun’s “Winter Madness” is overtly grand.  Each element of the music screams battle and victory.  The use of a rolling melody brings to mind a battle that slows down for the hero.  For Percy, the battle only slows when Percy figures out how to defeat the Minotaur.
4. Animal Collective – “Grass”
a. The Bathroom Incident/Percy Controls Water
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Animal Collective’s track meshes with the weirdness that Percy is feeling after losing his mother and being enrolled in a camp with demigods.  He manipulates the water without knowing it.  His frustrations are similar to the song’s frustrating lyrics.
5. Eluvium – “An Accidental Memory”
a. Toasts to His Lost Mother 
b. A beautiful piece of piano that lulls the listener into memory road.  He loves his mother and you can tell.  Like the track, her memory will stick with him.
6. Animals as Leaders – “Tempting Time (Sitar Cover)”
a. Duel with Luke
b. Sounds like a video game track.
7. Scale the Summit – “The Levitated”
a. History of the Big Three
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